Intestinal infections by Eimeria (s. l.) vanasi n. sp. (Eimeriidae, Apicomplexa, Protozoa) in cichlid fish.
Eimeria (s. l.) vanasi n. sp. is described from the intestine of a variety of cichlids in Israel and South Africa. Merogony and gamogony stages are both intra- and epiepithelial, Sporogony is exogenous with young zygotes being released from the fish in the faeces. Fully developed sporocysts are ellipsoid and apparently lacking both a Stieda body (characteristic of Eimeria s. st. and Epieimeria species) and a suture line (characteristic of Goussia species). In view of the present controversial generic status of piscine coccidia, the species is tentatively designated as Eimeria (s. l.) vanasi n. sp. (Eimeriidae, Apicomplexa, Protozoa).